The otherwise excellent article by Drs D M Mitchell and R F Miller (May 1992; 47:381-90) seemed to be giving a mixed message so far as tuberculosis in the UK is concerned. At one point the authors say, "Although no increase has occurred yet in Britain . . .," yet in another place they state that notification of tuberculosis increased by 1-5% in 1988, and by 5 3% in 1989 The authors quite rightly say that the rise in notifications of tuberculosis in the UK appears to have little relation to HIV infection. Analysis by age and sex' shows the increase to be predominately in the elderly, though an increase in younger females is also present.
The message that is implicit in the article but fails to be underlined is that tuberculosis notifications in the UK are increasing in parallel to the United States increase, yet without any indication that HIV is implicated. When HIV eventually does affect tuberculosis in this country, as it surely will, the implications for the increase in tuberculosis could be very serious indeed. 
